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far the relief of Kars was hindered or promoted at Constan- 1855 tinople ; and enough has been said to shew, and a perusal of the Blue Book will confirm the statement, that not only was /^ Lord Stratford perseveringly zealous in his endeavours to get provisions and reinforcements sent out, but even the Turkish Government itself, as soon as Riza had been replaced by a new Seraslder, was honestly active in the same direction, and was foiled to a large extent by the objections of the British Government to the first plan of relief, and by the obstacles thrown in the way of the second plan by the commanders in the Crimea and by the French Government So far as Lord Stratford was concerned, there never had been a time, from the day Williams set out to that on which Kars fell, when he had not done his utmost for the Commissioner and the Army of Asia.
The news of the surrender of Kars caused immense excitement in England. The people, naturally moved by a story of brave resistance to privations and more than one stirring feat of arms, could not shew enough sympathy for the defenders of Kars. Sympathy for the distressed is seldom complete without indignation against the cause of distress, and popular indignation is not choice in the selection of a victim. So, after a year had elapsed, the old tale of the unanswered despatches was dragged to light; dates were forgotten ; 1854 was confounded with 1855? and Kars with Erzerum ; and in the excitement of the moment the remarkable theory was advanced, in effect, that, because Lord Stratford neglected to reply to certain letters of Colonel Williams at Erzerum in October and November 1854, he was responsible for the fall of Kars in November 1855.* What happened between those two dates did not interest them.
Stated  thus   plainly  the  charge  appears   in   its   naked
If such neglect could take place under the Commissioner's own eyes, why should he marvel that I could not always succeed in flogging the Turkish ministers up to his mark?"
1 It must he repeated that no one ever attempted to argue that Lord Stratford neglected Kars in 1855 ; indeed one of the defenders of Kars, and certainly no admirer of the Elchi, when I asked him to enlighten me on the story of Lord Stratford's neglect of that fortress, interrupted me by saying, " It had nothing to do with Kars: that happened at Erzerum."